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Mason City Mohawk hockey club coach John Lloyd gives pointers to senior A Corsello prior to practice on Feb. 6 at the Mason City All Purpose

Arena in downtown Mason City.

Lloyd’s impact felt
throughout North Iowa

Since 1983, Mohawk
hockey club coach
has been on the ice

CHRISZOELLER
chris.zoeller@globegazette.com

When John Lloyd arrived in
North Iowa in 1983, he brought
with him an immense passion for
hockey.

Growing up, Lloyd was con-
stantly playing. Much of the
time, he played on outdoor rinks
on boot, or unorganized hockey

.ams, moving up to amen’s league
when helived in Alaska.

In 1967, when Lloyd was work-
ing as an air traffic controller in
Tairbanks, he walked down half a
blockfrom his hometoan outdoor
rink to watch a game.

While having a conversation
with a man who was a coaching
director, Lloyd was asked to coach

o A
Mason City Mohawk hockey club coach John Lioyd begins practice on
Feb. 6 at the Mason City All Purpose Arena in downtown Mason City.

impact

apolis Air Traffic Ct
ington, Lloyd continued to coach
youthhockey and was an assistant
coach for a high school team.

n 1983, the inaugural year of
the North Towa Ice Arena in Ma-
son City, Lloyd accepted a job as
arena manager and promptly be-
the high school club.

abantam team, consisting of sev-
enth- and eighth-graders, s there:
was a shortage of coaches at the
time.

Apprehensive at first, the idea
clearly grew on him once he ac-
cepted the job and led his team to
afirst-placefinish, amodestorigin
toa53-year coaching career.

After transferring tothe Minne-

(Mohawk hockey), which this year
pulls talent from six North lowa
high schools.

Since then, Lloyd has made
North lowa 2 haven for youth
hockey.

“He’s been a big part of hockey

knows who he s when yousay his
name?

McHenry, who had played for
Lioyd for over 10 years, including
four years on the Mohawk club,
couldn’t seem to stay away aiu:r

1¢in 2016, He has hel,

bound to change over time. The

one thing that hasn’t changed

for Lloyd is enjoying watching his

playes grow.
q

o go W:.\kh our little
mites” he said, ¥
11 i i, Sl oy
times you'll see a couple of kids
thatarejust really good. But asthey
they'restil good, but the
catchup, so it makes
for good competition by the time
they get to high school”

Sitting in his new office at the
Mason ity Multi-Purpose Arena,
Lloyd hadtrouble pickingafavorite
‘memory or team from throughout
his carcer, indicating a carcer full
of good memories to choose from.

“]canremember thingsabout all
the teams. Qomnhmc\ it’s certain
players}’ he said. “There’s quite a
few games that I remember that I
think abontoften because they re

eswelost,

p
for the past twoseasons.

“He’s got that knowledge and
experience of il tip year ks

but they were

1\\« good competition?
Attheendoftheday,its what his

players take with them after they

coachedand
what doesa't work;” he sad. “Tf
he's going to tell you to do some-

ismostimportant
to Loy

thing,

throughout North fowa’ said as- up?

sistant coach and former player
enry. “He's made an

As an ambassador for a sport
for such a long time, things are

yd.
“I've watched the work ethic in
some of our . Andthen, af-
ter they get out in the real worl
that work cthic is still there) he
said “That's gratifying to s




